
 

 
 

 Anecdotes from the field  
 

 
The following anecdotes have been extracted from interviews conducted by Project Seahorse 
researcher Tanvi Vaidyanathan during her visits to various fishing ports along the Tamil Nadu coastline 
in 2015 and 2016. A recurring theme was the dwindling catches of commercially important fish, the 
increasing economic importance of bycatch, and the dire need to switch out of bottom trawling.  

 
“Bycatch has become our main catch”- Trawl Owner, Mandapam, Tamil Nadu 

“The time has come to switch out to long-lining and other deep sea methods”- Trawl Owner, 
Mandapam, Tamil Nadu 

“We do not go for any target (fish) anymore, it is whatever we catch”- Trawl Owner, Mandapam, Tamil 
Nadu 

“We need to pay for rent and labour, so we catch (fish) from the bottom, middle and top. We put extra 
weight at the bottom, and extra buoys on top. Our nets are wider, longer and the mouth is larger to 
catch all (fishes).”- Trawl Owner, Mandapam 
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“At times with 5kg of prawn we get 1500kg of ‘waste’ fish”- Trawl Owner, Pamban 

“While fishing in Palk Bay, we actually target the ‘waste’ fish. For 3 months fishing in that region, most 
of our catch goes only for chicken feed.” – Trawl Owner, Pamban 

“We cannot meet our expenses or continue fishing in the Palk Bay side without landing “waste” fish”- 
Trawl Owner, Pamban 

“Factory owners no longer even want us to dry the fish. They crush, separate the oil, and send the rest 
for chicken feed.”- Trawl Owner, Pamban 

“If we get Rs.1 lakh from fishing on a day in Palk Bay, about Rs.70000 often comes from “waste” fish.”- 
Trawl Owner, Pamban 

“During the rainy season, we get only Rs.10 for a basket of chicken feed (approx. 12kg) and therefore 
throw it back. During the remainder of the year, we get up to Rs.50 for a 12kg basket of chicken feed.”- 
Trawl fisher, Kasimedu harbour 

“The mouth of our nets are now bigger, mesh sizes smaller and our engine speeds are greater so we 
can go faster and can catch fish for an additional 2 nautical miles”- Trawl Owner, Pamban 

“Waste fish contribute to half the income of our target catch”- Pair trawler, Nagapattinam 

“At times we employ pair trawls just to catch the waste fish and can get up to 160 boxes (50-
60kg/box), and sell each box at about Rs.1000”- Owner, Nagapattinam 

“Today we just purchased 1000 boxes of waste fish from 4 trawlers, each box has about 65kg, and we 
currently pay Rs.10/kg”- Trader, Karaikal 

“Today we got 40 box of waste and our box of waste fish can go anywhere from between Rs.400-
Rs.1000 for 55kg. All the fish goes to chicken farms and is therefore not waste”- Trawler, Karaikal 

“In the monsoons, we can sell a box only for Rs.200-250 for chicken feed because we are unable to dry 
it, and so we only send it to fish oil plants and get Rs.1000”- Trawl Owner, Karaikal 

“Waste can contribute anywhere from 25-75% of our trip’s income depending on the rate”- Trawl 
Owner, Karaikal 

“During the rainy season alone we do not bring back the waste because of worries of dengue”- Trawl 
Owner, Nagapattinam 

“We get maximum waste just after the monsoon ban, and at this time we can even get up to Rs.25-
30/kg of waste!”- Trawler, Pazhaiyar 



 

 
 

 

“I regularly buy about 50-250kg of waste from a trawl boat, but just after the monsoon ban this goes 
up to 500kg/boat”- Trader- Pazhaiyar 

“The value of the waste depends on the composition. Normally each kg goes from Rs.5-10, but if it is 
composed entirely of fish, then I buy it at Rs.20/kg”- Trader, Pazhaiyar 

“If we cannot net the waste fish, then we will be at a loss”- Trawler, Karaikal 

“The waste fish covers our side expenses”- Trawler, Pamban 

 

 


