
 

 
 

 

To address the four conservation issues identified previously, we provided the following eight 

strategies urging Chinese stakeholders to take collective actions. 

 

Reducing destructive fishing is key to dealing with both the high fishing pressure and habitat 

destruction. We suggest the Chinese government first implement their current fishery-reform 

programs on fishers and fisheries using non-selective and destructive fishing gears, for example the 

‘fisher transfer and fishery transition’ and ‘subsidy reductions’ programs.  Another useful measure 

would be to transfer these destructive gears to non-destructive ones (e.g. lighting nets, hook and 

lines), or to develop new gears that could minimize the destruction through the employment of new 

technologies, while creating new jobs.  Chinese government institutions (e.g. Ministry of Finance) and 

non-government conservation foundations can provide funds to meet that end. Ordinary citizens can 

help reduce demand for seafood caught by these destructive practices by choosing only seafood from 

selective fisheries. (You can find a seafood guide online which is created by WWF Hong Kong: 

http://awsassets.wwfhk.panda.org/downloads/wwf_2014booklet_chi_part1_2_0223_2.pdf.) 



 

 
 

Illegal targeted fishing of seahorses must be punished, as this activity is responsible for the harvest of 

huge numbers of seahorses, and is setting a terrible example for other fishers to follow. To achieve this 

goal, we suggest Chinese ocean NGOs build a patrol team of local volunteers at places where targeted 

fishing is known to occur (See Appendix S2). We also suggest local governments put up posters of 

seahorses on bulletin boards at all fishing ports to spread knowledge about these threatened and 

protected marine fish. That way fishers may become aware and stop fishing seahorses.  

This is critical to for fishers who would like to change professions or change their fishing practices to 

use less destructive fishing gears. We encourage the Chinese government to provide subsidies to 

support fishers who want to transfer profession. We suggest Chinese foundations fund fishers’ training 

for other jobs, such as recreational fisheries, marine tourism, and seafood processing and trade. Local 

NOGs can also assist fishers to obtain financial supports to lead small-businesses, such as agritainment, 

and fishing-net recycling for making carpets. 

As a Chinese old saying goes, union is strength. Protecting seahorses cannot depend on a small group 

of enthusiastic conservationists, it relies on the whole nation. To meet this end, we suggest Chinese 

government and NGOs use their influence on social media (e.g. TV, Weibo) to disseminate the National 

List of Protected Animals, national policies, and laws related to seahorse conservation. We encourage 

NGOs to use our outreach materials to engage fishers to protect seahorses and their habitats. We 

recommend China’s institutions and foundations provide grants for NGOs and biologists to conduct 

outreach activities in local community. 

Fundraising and personnel training is key to law enforcement in local areas. We suggest Chinese 

central government (e.g. MOF) provide more funds to support the local governments in MPA 

management. Local MPA offices can also raise fund through public crowd funding (e.g. Zhouchou). 

Moreover, we suggest Chinese governments allow NGO’s to invest in and participate in MPA 

management, especially for local-level MPAs that are often simply ‘paper parks’. Additionally, we 

suggest qualified NGOs and institutions help train MPA management personnel to grow the capacity 

for their jobs.  



 

 
 

Public participation is very important to ensure the success of conservation projects. To save seahorses 

and their habitats, we need the support from both fishers and ordinary people in China. We suggest 

local governments provide more opportunities for local fishers and citizens to express their interests 

during policy making discussions, and respond to them accordingly. Public hearings might be a better 

way for governments to communicate with citizens. Another useful approach is building up a council of 

representatives from different stakeholder groups including NGOs and local citizens. This approach has 

proved essential to many successful MPAs in other countries. We provide Chinese MPA managers 

lessons about MPAs learnt from other places. 

A lack of funding has hindered scientists wishing to conduct conservation research on seahorses in 

China. We thus suggest Chinese governments provide more, and larger, funding programs in support of 

seahorse conservation studies. Moreover, we encourage Chinese non-governmental foundations to 

provide grants for seahorse conservation research.  

To support seahorse conservation research, Project Seahorse has developed iSeahorse (iSeahorse.org), 

a citizen-science program that allows anyone, anywhere in the world, to report their sightings of wild 

seahorses in support of seahorse conservation.  iSeahorse also allows for certain more interested 

parties to monitor the health of specific seahorse populations over time.  We recommend local 

colleagues and citizen scientists use our simple seahorse survey methodology to collect and report 

data about wild Chinese seahorses.   As part of iSeahorse, we have created three toolkits: one 

providing information on how to search for seahorses and report sightings, a second with information 

about conducting underwater trends monitoring, and third one covering interview-based seahorse 

fisheries surveys.  We also provided baseline knowledge about the biology and ecology of Chinese 

seahorses, which can serve as the foundation for further studies.  We encourage others to use and 

adapt our toolkits and other information for their studies of Chinese seahorses.  

 

Together, we can save Chinese seahorses! 

 

 

  


